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OME P ORT | 
Of the Dire&tors to the ninth General meeting of the 
London Miffionary Society. 
Bas Fe (Continued from p. 35.) 

HE Direétors next proceed to informi the Society of the 

& progrefs of the miffionary work in their different fta- 
tions at the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope}; in which 
there will be found abundant occafion of thank{givingto God, 
for the perfonal protection which he has been pleafed to afford 
our brethren, and the bleffling which he has impreffed on their 
faithful labours. It will probably communicate the cleareft 
view of the general ftate of our miffions there, if we briefly 
mention them feparately, and with fome regard to their local 
fituations in that fettlement. On this ground we begin with 
that at Cape-Town, under the direction of the brother Man- 
enberg, fent out about three yéars finge by our Society from 
Holland s and who, on his arrival there was taken under the 
more immediate protection of the South African Society, and 
employed to labour in the miniftry among a congregation of 
Chriftians; as well as to attend to the religious inftruction of 
the heathen ; the latter being miore numerous there than at 
any other place in the colony. The energy, zeal, and fidelity 
with which this good man difcharged thefe important duties, 
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have excited, indeed, the difpleafure and oppofition of fome 
profeffing Chriftians, who appear to have acted under the in- 
fluence of prejudice ; but; on the other hand, have been fa- 
voured with the divine bleffing in fo great a degree, as to in- 
creafe confiderably the difpofition to attend the public worfhip 
of God, by which means that efficacious grace has been com- 
municated} which has brought falvation to many. ‘The con- 
verfton of the heathen, however, being the more immediate 
and direct objeét of his miffion, feems to have engaged his un- 
wearied activity ; and, communicating to others the fame 
zeal with which he himfelf was infpired, the effect of their 
united efforts is thus expreffed in the Annual Report of the 
Society above mentioned, and in other letters from that colo- 
ny: ‘* Our exertions in this metropolis have been very 
abundantly bleffed. The number of converted heathens is 
confiderable, who manifeft the power of the Spirit, not only 


in the public worfhip, but in their intercourfe among them- » 


felves ; fo that while we lament the declenfion of zeal for the 
caufe of Jefus among many proféffors, which ought ever to 
be fpreading forth, his holy name is daily more and more 
adored among the heathen.”” They add alfo, “ If we look up- 
on the great number of heathen whe come under the hearing 
ahd teaching of our brother Manenberg, in comparifon of the 
fmall number which before attended, we ought to feel the ut- 
moft thankfulnefs, as well as moft earneftly pray that we may 
be helped in our work, and that the time may faft advance 
when the light of the gofpel may pervade the dark regions 
which furround us: and if we refleét on the events of the paft 
year, we have lefs occafion to dwell on our difappointment, 
than to declare our gratitude to Mim who rulesin Zion; who 
has caufed the work of our hands to be bleffed, and difficulties 
remarkably to vanifh : who has alfo removed out of the way 
the obftacles to the inftru€tion of the heathen.” 

Our next Miffionary ftation is at Stellenbofch, about twen- 
ty miles from Cape-Town ; and is under the caré of the 
brother Bekkar. ‘This devoted fervant of the Lord had for- 
merly refided in that place, and had been much affe&- 
ed with the deplorable ignorance of the heathen around hins. 
In confequence whereof, om his return to Europe, he offered 
his fervices to our fociety, that he might entirely confecrate 
himafelf to the work of their converfion. He went out in the 
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fame fhip with the Miffionaries Manenberg and Vefter ; an; 
the letters fince received from.him are fo highly fatisfactory 
that the Direétors are only reftrained by the neceffary limits 
of arepert, from inferting the whole of them. They convey; 
however, intelligence, that feveral peor heathens embrace 
joyfully the Saviour of Sinners, manifeft in their experieng’ 
the genuine marks of. a Divine work ; and one of them, po 
the near expectation of her departure into the eternal ftate, ex- 
prefled the moft comfortable perfuafion of her perfonal inter- 
ft in the love of Jefus,; and the.redemption procured by his 
death. ' re 

This ufeful Miffionary has opened a fchool alfo, for the 
advantage of the children of the Hottentots ; and mentions, 
n his laft letter, that the number of thofe who then attended 
as thirty. aes ae aa 
_ Baftian Tromp, a native of Holland; and fent out by our 
Society, in conneétion with that at Rotterdam, is the Mif- 
ionary who, in purfuance of the plan laid dewn, comes next 
nder our attention, He arrived at Cape-Town feveral 
onths before the two Miffionaries already mentioned ; and 
aboured there with much acceptance; both ainong Chriftians 
and Heathens, till the period when Manenberg was appoint- 
d to fix his ftation at that place. In June 1801, he depart- 
-d from thence to the fpot where he has fince exercifed his 
iniftry ; which is called Waggon-tmaker’s Valley. 
_ In the commencement of his labours he met with oppofi- 
tion from fome perfons in the vicinity, who, although bearin 
he name of Chriftians, were inimical to the inftruétion of the 
Muncivilized heathens in the doétrines of Chrift; and thefe 
men not only traduced the Miffionary caufe, and mifrepre- 
fented its object and tendency, but earneftly entreated the go- 
vernment at Cape-Town, to fupprefs the miffion, and fend 
away its leader, as a feducer of the people. The Governor- 
reneral Dundas, was, however, fo well convinced of the mo 
tive which induced this oppofition, and underftood fo juftly 
the beneficial influence of the principles of Chriftianity, in 
promoting the general interefts and tranquility of the colony; 
that he wrote himfelf to this worthy brother, encouraging him 
to remain there, and afluring him of his protection. Thus 
upported, hé has continued - apply himfelf, with commend 
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able affiduity, to the difcharge of his duty; and labour 
amongit different forts of heathens, fuch as Hottentots, Bof- 
chemen, and flaves from Mozambique ; in fome of whom he 


exprefles the hope that he perceives the work of the Hely 


Spirit. At the monthly prayer-meetings, he fays, ‘* When we 
bow our knees before the throne of grace, they cry out, ‘* we 
thank God that you are come to us.” He exercifes 
his miniftry in the houfe built for public worfhip, twice on 
the Lord’s day, and every Tuefday in the afternoon. In the 
houfe of a Chriftian friend, he preaches every Thurfday after- 
noon ; and to the family in which he lives, and as many as 
chufe to attend there, he engages every evening in 
an expofition of the Scripture, and in prayer. “The number 
of heathen flaves who attend, varies aecording to the ¢ifpofi- 
tion of their mafters. Many of them, he fays, exprefs a great 
reverence for the gofpel ; and rejoice that they hear of a cru- 
eified Saviour. Great peace and love prevail] among the hea- 


then. T'wenty of them are now learning the alphabet, thirty © 


can fpell, and five can read, and are learning the catechifm. 
There are feveral other ftations occupied by Miffionaries 
fent out by this fociety ; and we have reafon to hope, that the 
bleffing of God refts on their miniftry. One of them is at 
Zak River, which is about nineteen days journey from the 


Cape, where the Miffionary Kicherer is now fettled. The . 


preaching of this minifter of the gofpel feems to have been 
attended with confiderable effect ; but hehas been principal- 
ly employed in itinerant Jabours, fo that thefe eff<&ts cannot 
be fo dittinétly ftated. He accompanied two of the brethren 
to the Corannas, to eftablifh a Miffion among them, whereof 
we {hall foon {peak more particularly ; but partly on account 
of his health, and partly at the defire of the heathens at Zak 
River, whom he had vifited once or twice before, he decided, 
with the approbation of the brethren, to fettle at that place. 
It appears that he is there affifted by a young man of the 
name of Schols, whofe converfion to God is among the fruits 
of his miniftry, and to whom he is affording fuch appropriate 
inftru€tion as may qualify him for future ufefulnefs among 
the heathen. Another ftation is at Graaff Reinet, which ap - 
proaches the limits of the colony towards Caffraria, and where 
a confiderable number of the heathen are hearing the word of 
life from the Miffionary Vanderlingen, At this place the 
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Miffionary Society are now the proprietors of a piece of 
ground of 2660 feet long, and §37 broad ; which is the do- 
nation of the Commiffioner Maynier, a moft diftinguifhed 
protector and friend of the Miffionary caufe ; to whom we 
have, on many occafions been highly indebted. 

Hitherto we have had occafion to bear our teftimony to the 
meritorious fervices of our foreign brethren in the African 
Miffions. We have now the fatisfaction to regard the equal- 
iy exemplary zeal, devotednefs, and fidelity of one of our own 
countrymen, the Miffionary Anderfon; he arrived in Africa 
about two years ago, near the time that a deputation from the 
people, called the Corannas, had reached one of our Miffion- 
ary fettlements, intreating, that fome perfons might be fent 
among them, to inftruét them in the Chriftian Religion. This 
requeft having been repeatedly urged with great importuni- 
ty, the above-named brother was appointed to this fervice, 
which he cheerfully undertook, in company with Kicherer as 
before ftated, and a zealous and pious young man, a native of 
the Cape, of the name of Kramer. After a fatiguing and dan- 
gerous journey of about five weeks, they reached the place of 
their deftination, called the Riet Fountain, which is on the 
weftern coaft, in the latitude of twenty-nine degrees fouth, 
near the Great or Orange River. Here they commenced 
their labours among Heathens of different nations ; fuch as 
Hottentots, Corannas, fome Namaquas (whofe genera! refi- 
dence is to the northweft) and fome Briquas, who refide in 
the north-eaft ; and that numerous elafs of men, called Baf- 
tards. To fome of thefe who underftand the Dutch language, 
they had direct accefs (Anderfon having acquired the know- 
ledge thereof ;) and to others they applied, through the medi- 
um of interpreters, whom providence raifed up for them, twe 
of whom appeared to be themfelves experimentally acquainted 
with the power of that divine word which they were inftru- 
mental in conveying to others. They were afterwards indu- 
ced to remove from this place, by the repeated applications of 
a confiderable number of Baftard Hottentots and others, who 
lived about eight days journey jower down the Great Orange 
River : and who were very defirous of being inftrucied in 
the way of falvation, and to hear the word of life preached: 
they met them half way on the third of June, to their mutual 
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joy, and found among them a general defire for inftruétion,., 

he Miffionaries refide in a houfe conftructed with reeds, 
which is capable of containing about 400 perfons, which is 
about half the number of thofe who were under their fuper- 
intendence, including men, women ard children, and were 
gratuitoufly fupplied ‘with as much provifions as were necef; 
fary. Unacquainted with the principles of agriculture, thefe 
nations live almoft entirely on animal food ; and therefore are 
obliged frequently to change the place of their refidence, to 
procure fubfiftence for their cattle. The Miffionaries had at- 
tempted to raifecorn; but from their imperfect implements, and 
ignorance alfo of agricultural purfuits, they had not fucceed- 
ed, but have the intention of repeating, with more advanta-~ 
ges, the important experiment. They have not difcovered 
among thefe nations any fentiments or obfervances connected 
with religion ; but neverthelefs, think they are likely to re- 
Ceive the gofpel difpenfation, as well as other nations alfo which 
border on theirs. They fhew many proofs of affection to the 
Miffionaries ; and although they had been fettled with them 
only fix months, yet about twenty of them had begun to read, 
fome ceuld f{pell, and others were learning the alphabet : in- 
deed, the difpofition to receive this kind of inftruétion was fo 
great as to render further affiftance neceflary ; and we have 
reafon to think, that it is by this time fupplied. The Mif- 
fionaries exprefs the ftrong perfuafion alfo, that fpiritual im- 
preffions have been made on fome of thefe heathens ; and, on 
account of the departure of Kicherer, and the profped of 
forming a Chriftian church among them, it has been judged 
expedient, and even neceflary, that the brother Anderfon 
fhould receive ordination to the paftoral office, which has ac- 
cordingly been adminiftered at Cape-Town, by fome of the 
ordained Miffionaries then prefent. ‘The great diftance of 
this ftation from the capitol, and the infrequency of the com- 
munication, will not permit us to indulge the expeétation of 
hearing again very foon from our dear brethren: it has, how- 
ever, afforded us much fatisfaction, to learn that two eommif- 
fioners, appointed to furvey and report on the ftate of the co- 
lony, had vifited it, and expreffed to the government the per- 
fuafion they entertained, That the exertions of the Miffiona- 
ries would prove one of the moft powerful means of civilizing 


the natives, and tranquilizing the colony. 
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There are two other individuals who are entitled to be 
yaentioned with refpect in this report ;—one of them is named 
Verfter, a native of Holland, who was fent out by our.Socie- 
ty, with a particular view to affift our much valued friend, 
the Rev. Mr. Vos, in his very extenfive and ufeful fphere of 
action, at Rodefand and its vicinity ; and we have the fatis- 
faction to hear that his occafional fervices in that diftri€t are 
attended with the divine bleffing. The other is a native of 
Mozambique, who had there been fold as a flave, and carried 
into the colony of the Cape: the providence of God then 
brought him under the awakening miniftry of the Rev. bro- 
ther Vos, and his grace accompanied the word preached, fo 
as to render it effectual bo hig falvation. For feveral years 
his conduét has adorned the gofpel of God our Saviour ; and 
for the two laft efpecially, he has experienced an earneft de- 
fire to be inftrumental in communicating to ethers thofe pre- 
cious truths which he has himfelf found to be the favor of life 
unto life. This young man, already free in the Lord Jefus, 
the Society has reduced from civil bondage: and as he has 
been favoured with ftrong intellectual endowments, which 
are now under a fanétified direction, he has been placed under 

the care of the Society at the Cape, that he might receive the 
advantage of a fuitable education, and efpecially more full 
inftru@tion in the principles of religion, in order to qualify 
him to accompany fome other Miffionaries to the extenfive 
region of Mozambique, and thus attempt to introduce into 
his native country, which is now full of the habitations of 
cruelty,—-that gofpel, which brings healing and falvation un- 
der its wings. In the mean time, he is exerting himfelf, with 
commendable zeal, in the inftruction of the heathens at Cape- 
Town. ae ; | 
The individual, whofe name we fhall now add to the ca- 
galogue of thefe worthy Miffionariés, is our highly revered and 
eloved friend Dr. Vanderkemp; a Chriftian, to whom Ged 
has been pleafed to communicate, in abundance, the facred 
gifts and graces of his holy Spirit; and to qualify him, both 
in difpofition and in talents, for occupying a diftinguifhed 
place among the heralds of the Redeemer’s kingdom. ‘The 
modeft merits of this fuperior character would gladly retire 
from notice, and avoid all + applaufe, yet againft his. 
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confent, the decifion of the Chriftian world, who contemplate 
the facrifices he has made, the dangers he has incurred, his 
unwearied labours, his fimplicity and condefcenfion to the 
moft deprefled of the human race, his ardent and exalted zeal 
and devotednefs to the Lord Jefus, which prevail above the 
love of life, or the fear of death, will affign him in the records 
of the Chriftian hiftory a ftation advancing towards that of 
the apoftles, and diftinguifhed among thofe eminent names in 
fucceeding periods, whofe praife is in the churches, 

In our Jaft report, an intimation was given, that he was 
likely foon to commit the ftation at Graaff Reinet to the care 
of Vanderlingen, and to remove toa place at a confiderable 
diftance. Inthis journey, he was attended by a young En- 
glifhman, named James Read, whofe conduct has been fo 
uniformly becoming his profeffion, that he has acquired the 
particular affection and high efteem of Dr. Yanderkemp, as 
well as that of the Directors. We have been informed by 
fubfequent advices, that they arrived in fafety, after a perilous 
journey, at Algoa Bay, on the eaftern coaft of the colony, in 
the latitude of twenty-nine degrees fouth. About 100 Hot- 
tentots accompanied them from Graaff Reinet, under the ef- 
cort of Major Sherlock ; fome of whom feparated from them 
on the way, and others joined them: there were about eigh- 
ty when they arrived at that place. It appears that this mea- 
fure was the effect of acorrefpondence between his Excellency 
General Dundas, the governor of the colony, and Dr. Van- 
derkemp : the former, prompted by the humanity of his dif- 
pofition, and the juft fentiments he entertained of the influ- 
ence of Miffionary exertions in civilizing the natives, and 
promoting tke peace and profperity of the colony, requefted 
the latter to furnifh him with a plan for the formation of 4 
Bottentot village, with a view to their civilization, by means 
of their inftruction in the principles of religion and the pur- 
fuits of agriculture, and thofe other arts which are requifite 
in the firft ftage of fociety, and have a tendency to introduce 
gradually its higher inftitutions. The plan which was fug- 
gefted by Dr. Vanderkemp was approved of by the govern- 
or, who expreffed his intentions of fupporting it, by furnifh- 
ing provifions to the Hottentots for a reafonable time, and 
fending a part of the materials neceflary for the conftruction 
pf the intended fettlement. This has actually been accom- 
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plithed ; fo far, at leaft, as relates to the provifions, which 
were fent in a fhip appointed for that purpofe. At the time 
now referred to, the account of the figning of the preliminaries 
of peace reached the colony ; and in the uncertainty refpect- 
ing the power to which the fovereignty of it might ultimately 
belong, his Excellency thought it advifeable to poftpone the 
adjuftment of this meafure to the ratification of the treaty. 
Since that period, we are without any direct advices from Dr. 
Vanderkemp ; but have received letters from Cape-Town, 
which mention, that the fettlement at Algoa Bay had been 
difturbed by an attempt of fome of the natives to plunder it, 
and who fucceeded fo far, as to carry off fome of the cattle ; 
which, however, were afterwards recovered. It was under- 
ftood, that this happened at a time when the military were 
abfent. Subfequent letters received from thence afcertain, 
that the Do@or was ftill at Algoa Bay ; but are filent as to 
further difturbances. | 
As the Direé&tors confider this Miffionary fettlement, under 
the fuperintendance of Dr. Vanderkemp, to be a meafure of 
great importance, and as bearing a very favourable afpect on 
the civilization of the heathen, and as calculated to bring great 
numbers of them into a pofition far more acceflible than they 
otherwife would have been to religious inftruction, they have 
determined to comply with the Doéctor’s recommendation, 
and to afford him fuch pecuniary affiftance as may be requi- 
fite to carry it into effect. They have accordingly lodged a 
_credit with the Directors of the South African Society, to 
the extent of 500]. in his favour, to be ufed by him, if the 
circumftances of the colony continued todifplay the fame en- 
couraging appearances refpecting this plan: and at the fame 
time, they have alfo exprefled their difpofition to enlarge this 
fum, fhould it hereafter be neceflary. Befides this, they have 
fent out a number of fuch implements as were judged proper for 
the intended buildings. In the probability, however, that this 
colony might pafs again into the pofleffion of the Dutch gov- 
ernment, and that they might be deprived of the friendly pro- 
tection of General Dundas, they made refpe&tful application 
as mentioned in the Jaft report to Mr. Janfen, his fucceffor, 
in behalf of their Miffionary obje&s, and have now the plea- 
fure to mention, that his reply was of a very favourable nae 
ture ; and aflured them of his friendly difpofition towagds 


. ane BE mean we ’ ’ 4 = 
ved P. EO se TS 5 a ie aes ee coreels - 
;. . ne - = r. p wey At s = + w a jae, = 

4 Ses et pe nape. Sr PS ee meet ee ee 1 3 ve EE gaa FEF. hehe oS 

» a . — i — - SY guage: 

: * bi - ) tes ode 4 
Cy Parte a re, ~ 
o > prin te a a 9 


Si es a 
intl By Mb gt ABE 


sg. Mt e 
= Me as et a ae “ 
a Aa eae a een . 
— - een sg ey mS 
if > 










































? 


hain se aie ena 


ies 


<n = 7 
ae w 
pm Sie 


ge Londen Miffionary Society. 


them, and determination to make it the fubjeét of particular 
confideration with his predeceffor. ae 

In the laft report, the zeal and a¢tivity of the Direétors of 
the South African Society were recorded ; and we have now 
the fatisfaction to renew this teftimony in their favour. Thefe 
devoted fervants of our Saviour are exerting themfelves with 
unabated energy to promote, by various means, his kingdom 
among the {urrounding heathen ; for this purpofe, they are 
erecting, at a great expence, and haye nearly finifhed, acom- 
modious building at Cape-Town; in which their prayer- 
meetings for the fpread of our Saviour’s kingdom aye to be 
holden ; and the heathens are to enjoy the advantage of pri- 
vate inftructions, and of the public miniftry. ‘They have alfo 
formed the important refelution of eftablifhing a Seminary, 
for the purpofe of communicating appropriate inftrution to 
the converted heathen, and afterwards fending them out as 
Miffionaries, or interpreters, to thofe regions in the interior, 
with whofe language they are acquainted. In this work they 
requeft our co-operation : and as it appears fo eligible a 
means of accomplifhing the great object of our Society, 
which is the converfion of the heathen, we fhould be very 
happy to lend them our affiftance, if the liberality of the 
friends of the inftitution fhould enable us to do it, confiftently 
with the claims which our extending plans will foon have up- 
on our funds. It would be the more gratifying to us, becaufe 
thefe worthy brethren have, by their generofity, greatly alle- 
viated oyr burthens, and fuftained our expences; having ta- 
ken upon themfelves the charge of providing both fer Manen- 
berg, Tromp, and Maart. ‘Their zeal alfo for this objet, is 
manifefted by the intercourfe which they maintain with feri- 
ous individuals, who are difperfed in various parts of the col- 
ony; roufing and exciting into activity the latent principles 
of grace, and ftirring them up to vigilant exertions, for the 
inftruction. of the heathens in their refpective vicinities. In 
many inftances they have imparted to others the zeal with 
which they are themfelves infpired ; and the beneficial fruits 
of it appear from the reports in our poffeffion, from different 
parts of the interior. We have alfo to mention the formation 
of a diftin& Miffionary Society at Stellenbofch, in that cole- 
ny; the Direétors of which have exprefled their defire to main- 
gain an intimate intercourfe with ours, anda difpofition to aid 
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with their funds, the meafures we may purfue in Africa, fo 
far as they can make it convenient: and in proof of their fin- 
ecrity, they have already taken wpon themfelves the charge of 
the before mentioned Miffionary Bekkar, who refides in that 
place. Thefe Chriftian brethren were formerly in immediate 
connection with the Society at Cape-Town ; but having 
conceived that the great object would be beft promoted by 
their acting diftin@ly and independently, they haye accord- 
ingly formed themfelves into afeparate body, under the name 
of the Stellenbofch Co-operating Society: and as they appear to 
be actuated by the fame ardent defire to promote the caufe of 
Chrift which animates their brethren at the Cape, we have 
only to manifeft to both that fincere affeCtion in which they 
equally fhare, and to offer up our interceffions for the gra- 
cious and abundant benediétions of the great Head of the 
ehurch on their refpective endeavours, to advance his king; 

éom in thofe dark regions which furround them. We have 
thus clofed our report of the ftate of our Miffionary concerns 

in Africa; but before we proceed to other fubjeéts, let ug 

from this ftation take, as in one view, a retrofpect of the courfe 
we have travelled in that country ; it will have a tendency to 
cheer our hearts, invigorate our energies, and awaken our 
gratitude into new fongs of praife, 

We have the ftrongeft reafon to believe, that many thoufand 
heathens in Africa are now hearing the gofpel of falvation 
from the lips of thofe Miffionaries who have been fent out by 
this Society. We have alfo reafon to hope, that many amongft 
them who were lately afar off, have become fellow-citizens of 
the faints, and are now a part of the houfehold of faith, A 
confiderable number of the rifing generation are receiving 
that beneficial inftru@tion which is at once adapted to advance 
their ftation, and increafe their ufefulnefs in civil fociety ; 
and which efpecially tends to form them into honourable 
members of the community of faints, and active inftruments 
in promoting the kingdom of Chrift. Among many of the 
Chriftians, we obferve an energy unknown and unexerted 
before : a time of refrefhing from the prefenge of the Lord, 
the effects of which are felt to the extremities of the colony, 
In many of the heathen tribes, there appears an attention to 
divine inftruétion ; in many others, a defire to have the 
preachers of the gofpel fent among them ; and yarious cir- 
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cumftances concur to encourage the hope, that their minds 
are under a facred preparation for the go‘pel difpenfation. 
Already our Miffionaries are inftructing thofe tribes and na- 
tions whofe memorial has fcarcely reached us, and is hardly te 
be traced in the records of hiftory. ‘Till lately they have 
probably not heard of the name of Jefus, nor of the efficacy of 
his blood to procure the remiffion of their fins ; others, equal- 
ly unknown to us, but who have received fome indiftiné ru- 
mours concerning the object of our Miffionaries, have ex- 
preffed their defire to have fome fent to them ; and this we 
have the pleafure to fay, is likely to be foon gratified ; as two 
young men from the Berlin Seminary, named Palm and UI- 
bricht, who are in conneétion with our Society, and who have 
been long detained in Holland, are now on the point of 
ceparture to that colony, accompanied by fome other brethren, 
fent out by the Rotterdam Society. Let us conneé& thefe in 
our daily prayers, with their fellow-labourers both in Africa 
and Otaheite, who are already entered into the Miffionary 
warfare. Actuated, we truft, by the nobleit motives by 
which the human mind can be fwayed ; they have relinquifh- 
ed civilized fociety, for the difgufting intercourfe of the rude 
and uninftructed heathen ; fome of them have fuffered the 
want of all things, have been, like the apoftle, in deaths oft, 
in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by the hea- 
then, in perils in the wildernefs, in wearinefs and painfulnefs, 
in watchings often, in hunger and third, in faftings often, in 
cold and nakednefs. With the enjoyment of the approbation 
of Chrift, which is their beft reward, may they fee alfo ac- 
eomplifhed the next defire of their hears, in the converfion of 
many heathens to him ! 

The Direétors have, in the next place, to inform the Soci- 
ety of the refult of the labours of the Rev. Mr. Hillyard, at 
the ftation affigned him at Twillingate, in Newfoundland. In 
the former Report, they exprefled their approbation of his 
condu&, and noticed the afefulnefs of his miniftry ; fince 
then, the period for which he engaged his fervices to the So 
ciety having expired ; he has been induced, for various rea- 
fons which appeas to us fatisfactory, to return to his native 
country ; and at prefent it remains uneertain, whether he 
may again refume his connection with the religious fociety at 
that place. From a principle of juftice to this ferious and 
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excellent young man, as well as from the fincere affeétion 
which we feel towards him, we muft bear our teftimony to. 
the faithfulnefs, affiduity, and fuccefs, which has diftinguifhed 
his miniftry among that people ; and we cannot do it fo well 
as in the words of our highly efteemed brother, who is per- 
feGly acquainted with their local circumftances, and has man-, 
ifefted the moft perfevering and commendable attention te 
their fpiritual profperity. ‘ During the term, he fays, for 
which Mr. Hillyard pledged his fervices,, he has labourecy 
dav and night, in publie and private inftru@tion : He has en- 
dured hardfirip not only from the climate, but from want of 
fhelter and fuitable food, and from the extremely uncivilized 
manners of the remote iflanders. The Lord has bleffed hig 
efforts, in a degree that has feldom been heard of in a fimilar 
firuation ;—-twenty-eight perfons having been formed into 2 
church of Chrift, fourteen others, chiefly young men, joined 
ftatedly in public prayer together ; and at leaft half that num- 
ber of young women, apparently under {piritual concern.”’ 
We have alfo feena letter from a member of the church, ex- 
preflive of the greateft refpect for his paftor; ftating: 
in affeGting terms their prefent deftitute fituation, ftrongly 
intreating that a ferious Chriftian may be fent out, who may 
preach the gofpel to them, and inftrué their children in com- 
mon learning, and for whofe fupport he thinks they could 
raife eighty pounds per annum. He intimates, that a ferious, 
plain Chriftian, well inftructed in the fcriptures, and who has 
the good of fouls at heart, might be faitable for their purpofe, 
although he did not poffefs the advantage of learning, or very 
fhining talents. We hope the great Head of the church, by 
means of our Society, or by ether means, will provide a fuita- 
ble paftor for this diftant branch of his Church, who fhali 
promote and increafe the good work fo happily began, 

The two Miffions which have been for fome time eftab- 
lifhed at Quebec, and the Bay of Chaleur, are, in many re- 
fpects, circumftanced alike. They are both expofed toa 
confiderable degree of obloquy and oppofition, from fome of 
thofe who bear the Chriftian name around them ; and yet, 
both of them feem to be attended with beneficial effeéts. Mr. 
Bentom, who is fettled at Quebec, and who appears to main- 
tain and defend boldly the diftinguifhing principles of the 
gefpe!, furrounded by thofe who rejeét and contema them; 
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and whofe addreffes to the confcience feem likewife to be ve- 
ry clofe and energetic, by which the corruptions of the human 
heart are roufed into epen hnoftility againit him; yet men- 
tions in his laft letter; that there are fume precious fouls 
whom charity and their pious conduét and devout breathings, 
oblige him to believe that, by his inftrumentality, they have 
been brought out of nature’s darknefs into the marvellous 
light of the gofpel 5 and adds, that he has great hopes a good 
work is going forward ainongft them. 

Mr. Mitchell alfo, whofe ftation is at New Carlifle, in the 
Bay of Chaleur, obferves with thankfulnefs, that the work of 
the Lord continues to profper in the midft of oppofition 3 
and a letter from the members of his church mentions, that 
two praying focieties have been formed amongft them ; and 
great attention paid to the inftruction of the rifing genera- 
tion. They exprefs their gratitude to God, and to the So- 
ciety, for fending the gofpel among them: a bleffing which 
they appear highly to value, and fuitably to improve. 

The original purpofe of the Society; in fending thofe twa 
perfons to Canada was, that they might obtain fuch informas 
tion there of the centiguous heathen, as might induce them, 
in the courfe of a few years to undertake a miffion among 
them ; and thus fulfil the direét and moft prominent objec of 
the inftitution. Mr. Mitchell does not feem to have loft fight 
of this matter ; but has been hitherto fo circumftanéed, as to 
have been prevented from procuring that information con- 
cerning them, which we hoped before this to have received 
from him. 

Having now ftated to the Society an outline of the mea- 
fures which have engaged their attention during the paft 
year, and acquainted them with the general ftate and princi- 
pal effe&s of its different Miffions, the Directors have now 
to fpecify the objects which at prefent engage their attention, 
and the proper accomplifhment of which has long lain very 
near their hearts ; but before they proceed further, they muft 
fulfil the painful tafk of recording the lofs which this Society 
has fuftained, a$ well as the religious world at large, by the 
death of its late highly refpeéted Secretary, the Rev. Mr. 
Eyre, who was one of its inftituters; and, to the lateft period 
of his life, embraced its great objects with unabated zeal and 
affection. His memos will long be cherifhed in the wound- 
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ed hearts of his neareft and moft intimate friends, and be re- 
tained by all who knew him, in the higheft eftimation ; but 
his beft eulogium, and his moft valuable memorial, will be 
found in the beneficial effeéts of thofe various plans of Chrif- 
tian benevolence which originated in his warm and affection- 
ate heart; which were matured in his enlarged and compre- 
Kenfive mind ; and are likely to be the fource of the moft ims 
portant benefits to furrounding countries, and to future gen- 
erations in a long facceffion. a. , 
The Seminary at Gofport, under the fuperintendance of 
the Rev: Mr. Bogue: and that at Rotterdam, under the care 
of the Society there, contain the principal inftruments of our 
future Miffions. In the former, there are eight individuals 
devoted, we truft, to the fervice of our Lord; among whom 
fome are adapted for the communication of evangelical inftruc- 
tion in India, er other civilized countries ; and one to the 
unbelieving defcendants of Abraham. In the latter, there are 
fome who are qualified to ftrengthen the Miffionsin Africa ; 
and others, to introduee new ones in the ifland of Ceylon ; 
and, befides thefe; we have one in Scotland; who appears a= 
dapted to any acceffible fituation in Afia. Thefe different 
objects have already received the fanction of the Society ; 
and whether we confider them feparately; or in their apere-~ 
gate importance; whether we contemplate fome of them as to 
their population, and others in refpect to theit influence on 
the general interefts of the world,—we muft be deeply im- 
preffed with the neceffity of uniting every principle of pru- 
dence and precaution with that unremitting vigilance which 
allows of no.culpable delay. On the next anniverfary meet- 
ing it is their eatneft hope, that they fhall have the privilege 
of announcing to the Society the execution of fome of thefe 
meafures. They truft that their folitary Miffionary in India 
(Forfyth) who has long expreffed his ardent defire for affift- 
ance in that extenfive field of action, will have this defire gra- 
tified ; and that the many millions of heathens in thofe idola- 
trous regions;.wil! be continually receiving frefh acceffions of 
Chriftian Miffionaries from this Society and others, who, like 
friettdly allies, will afford their mutual aid in the caufe of 
their common Lord. 7 
The natives of Ceylon who bear the Chriftian name, 
Whole number is eftimated at 100,000, have, we are inform- 
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ed, for feveral years been deftitute of religious inftruGtion 5 
and, moft probably, are faft relapfing into heathenifm ; but 
the Chief Shepherd has, they truft, inclined the heart of the 
brother Ringeltaube, to feek ouit thofe wanderers, and bring 
them back to his fold. Having refided fome time in India, 
and being informed of their ftate by Mr. Gericke; the Danith 
Miffienary, fo well known for his devotednefs to the caufe of 
our Saviour, and being alfo charged by him to reprefent their 
cafe in England, he has felt the ftrong claim which they have 
upon the attention of Chriftians, and has accepted the invita- 
tion of the Direétors to form a part of a Miffion to that 
ifland. They hope that brother Frey alfo; a defcendant from 
Abraham, and now the heir of his faith, will foon have the 
defire of his heart fulfilled, and bear his teftimony to the 
Jews, that the Meffiah is already come, and that it is in vain 
to look for another, 

It will, however, doubtlefs occur te thofe who take a fuita- 
bie intereft in the concerns of the Society, that the acomplifh- 
ment of thefe vaft objects will unavoidably occafion a very 
increafed expenditure of its funds.. Indeed, the difburfements 
of the lait year have greatly exceeded its income, and render- 
ed it neceflary to difpofe of fome part of that property, which 
the Diretors would have been glad to have retained as the 
bafis of its permanent fupport. It will be extremely manifeft 
to thofe who attentively reflect on the fubject, that, without 
an adequate and permanent foundation, the Direétors cannot 
embark in new and extenfive undertakings, however promi- 
fing and defirable, fince they would thereby expofe the Soci- 
ety to the danger of diforder in its affairs, and of their bring- 
ing difhonour on the caufe. It is not doubted that this fhort 
intimation will produce that fpontaneous liberality, which 
will render a more impreffive addrefs on this fubject unnecef- 
fary. In the mean time, we have to notice with fatisfactien, 
that fome friends to this great object, have lately, by their tef- 
tamentary difpofitions, manifefted that its profperity after 
their deceafe, was an object which occupied their anxieties 
during their lives. | és : : 
The Direétors cannot conclude this Report without exprefs- 
ing their fenfe of the gratitude which is due to Divine Provi- 
dence, for the high advantages of a religious nature which 
are enjoyed in this country, under its happy conititution, and 
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the mild and tolerant adminiftration of his Majetty’s govern- 
ment ; by which, they are not only protected in the perfonal 
enjoyment of their facred privileges, but have the opportunity 
allo of communicating them to diftant Jands: thus advancing 
the honour of the Britifh name, by the exercife of the bett 
difpofitions which belong to our nature, and the communica- 
tion of the higheft benents which can be conferred upon oth- 
er nations. With equal fatisfaction, they exprefs alfo their 
perfuafion, that a juft concern for the honour of the Redeem- 
ex, the converfion of the heathen, appears to increafe among 
Chriftians : and although it ftill fails far below the import- 
ance of the occafion, and the extent of their duty, yet it juf- 
tifies the hope that this facred imprceihlon proceeds from the 
higheft fource, and that it will gradually {pread among the 
churches, and produce the moft beneficial eifects. With fine 
eere fatisfaction they recognize the meritorious zeal of ether 
focieties ; and rejoice in every inftance of their fuccefs. Itis 
their earneft defire that the promotion of this facred caufe 
may engage the friendly competition of every branch of the 
great community of Chriftians ; and they will not ceafe to 
offer their fupplications, that a divine benediction may attend 
them all. ‘Till within a few years paft, three Sccieties* had 
the exclufive honour of fending Miffionaries from this 
country to the heathen: and thefe are juftly entitled to dif- 
tinguifhed refpect in the records of the church. Rouled by 
the:r example, others have now entered into this immenfe 
held of Chriftian benevolence, and partake in their labours. 
One Society is promoting this work, by the tranflation and 
circulation of the Scriptures and religious tracts, in the po - 
pulous region of Hindoftan, before the power of which the 
{trong holds of Satan are already beginning to fhake+ : ano- 
ther is planting the ftandard of the Crofs in the confines of 
Kurope and Afia; to which we hope the tribes of Tartary 
and the deluded advocates of the Koran will in due time re- 
pairt ; whilft a third}! is attending to the inftruction and pre - 


* The Society for propagating the Gofpel in Foreign Par.s: and thefe 
in the Moravian and Wefleyan conneétions. 


+ The Baptif. t The Edinburgh Miffionary Society. 
. The Society for Miffions to Africa ang the Lat. 
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paration of accepted Miffionaries, and thus laying a good 
foundation for future ulefulnefs. Thefe, as weil as this So- 
eiety, are the fruits of the zeal of Chriflians in Britain, whilft 
the churches in America aif, infpired by timilar motives, are 


fending forth, in various directions, their harbingers of the 
gofp:] among the Indian tribes; and have sulready received 
the cheering accounts of its favourable reception. 


On the continent of Europe, we perceive the beams of 
evangelical light rekindling in feveral places, and contending 
with the principles of error and infidelity which have perva- 
ded thofe regions where the pure dodtrines of the reformation 
were formerly maintained ; while the hand of Providence has 
thrown down the principal barriers of fuperftition in thofe 
countries over which Antichrift had long ftretched his bloody 
and defpotic fceptre, and has thus prepared the way for the 
entrance of the gofpel. 


Thefe are events, which fame may confider as thofe com- 
mon occurrences which arife in every age, and are connected 
with no important refult; but this Soeiety will rather cherifh 
the hope, that they are the effects of fuperior impulfe on the 
mind, and a part of the arrangements of an infinitely wile and 
unerring Providence, which has determined the ultimate ren- 
ovation of the world after a leng feafon of darknefs, depravi- 
ty, and diforder; and is now intreducing the dawn of that 
bright period which, from the beginning, has been the favou- 
rite theme of prophecy, the hope and confolation of the 
church, and is the chief glory of the Chriftian difpenfation. 


To this great confummation it is the privilege of the dif- 
ciples of Chrift to look with that firm confidence, which has 
for its baiis the unerring records ; and whilft it is their duty 
alfo to promote its appreach by all the means which the 
Scriptures fuggeft and allow, they will cheerfully refer the 
event of their humble endeavours to Him who has referved in 
his own hands the times and the feafons. Stedfaftly looking 
at the unfailing promife, their perfuafion of its accomplifh- 
ment at the right period, refts on the veracity of Him who 
prefides over the vaft concerns of the univerfe, and can 
eommand all its powers, intellectual and material, to became 
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the inftruments of executing his pleafure and fulfilling hi® 
word, 
(In the name of the Direétors,) 
JosepH Harpvcastce, Treafurer. 


P. S. The Dire&ors have the fatisfa&tion to communicate 
the following interefting intelligence concerning Dr. Van- 
derkemp and his aflociate Mr. Tames Read; for which they 
are indebted to the kindnefs of Mr. Kay, turgeon of his Ma- 
jefty’s brig the Penguin, which was ftationed in the Bay of 
Algoa, from the month of May tothe end of September 
1802 ; during which period this gentlemen had frequent in- 
tercourie with them. It appears that a confiderable progrefs 
has been made in the Miffionary fettlement at Bota’s Place, 
which is about eight miles from the Bay: that a number of 
houles have been erected by the Hottentots ona plan fuperior to 
thofe which they have before been accuftomed to build; and that 
this work continues principally to occupy them. They fub- 
fift partly on the ftores which the government has kindly fup- 
plied them with, and partly on wild fowl, which abound in 
that country, fuch as geefe, turkeys, pheafants, partridges, &c. 
and being furnifhed with implements of agriculture, and pof- 
feffed alfo of land which the government has given to the 
fettlement, to the extent of an heur’s ride every way, there is 
reafon to believe thit they will be able to provide themfelves 
with the means of fubfiftence, in fufficient plenty, after their 
prefent ftock is exhaufted. They already have began to raife 
both wheat and rice. The exemplary conduét of the Doétor, 
and his unwearied attention to the good of the natives, has 
conciliated their confidence in an unbounded degree ; and ev=- 
ery intimation of his will is regarded with the moft prompt 
obedience. In the attempt made by the government to bring 
back the runaway Hottentots, the charaéter of probity and 
good faith which he had acquired, was the principal means of 
accomplifhiing it, as they refufed to confide in any individual 
bathim. The good effects of the eftublidhment are already 
apparent in the improved morals of the natives,—their order 
and cleanlinefs, both in perfons and habitations, as well as in 
their fobriety and induftry. About 200 of them conftantly 
attend divine worfhip, which z prefent is conduéted in a barn; 
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-—their attention is ferious, and their pfalmody remarkably 
harmonious. But they worfhip alfoin the open air ; and the 
fimple and venerable appearance of the good man in the midft 
of his family, leading their devotion, on a lawn furrounded 

with fhrubs, and enlightened by the beams of the moon, is 
particularly jinterefting. Mr. Read paffes a great part of his 
time at Algoa Bay, and exercifes his miniftry there among 
the Englifh foldiers, who were ftationed at that place ; and 
who are faid to have been very attentive to his difcourfes. 
Belides this, he was afliduoufly engaged in the inftruction of 
children, whofe progrefsin reading a: id writing was very fat- 
isfactory. Monfieur Le Moens, the Commander of the 
Garrifon, manifefted very high refpect for them both, and 


fhewed them every kind attention. 











L&#oQa.ucg 2.764 
On the Gofpel Means of awakening Sinners. 
(Coucluded from page 39+) 
FEW thoughts which naturally rife from this illuftras 
tion, are worthy of notiee. 

1. We fee, that the gofpel, as it was preached by Chrift 
and his apoftles, is peculiarly calculated to be*a mean of fa- 
ving finners. God works with means. Andhe has ordina- 
rily” made convi¢tion and awakening neceflary, in order for 
the renewing of the heart. Accordingly, we fee that the gof- 
pel points out every unfanctified foul, to be in a critical fitu- 
ation, as was Peter, when finking in the depth ef the fea. 
Our Lord was exprefs in fhewing their condemned, loft 
ftate, when he declared, ‘“* He that believeth not the Sen fhall 
not fee life ; but the shbeth of God abideth on him.” In ano- 
ther place he obferves, they are condemned already. And to . 
Pate! them that their only hope of deliverance is in his mere 

fovereion grace, he declares, “ As the Father raifeth up the 
al and quickeneth them; even fo, the Son quickeneth 
whom Ke will.” Saint Paul adds, “* He will have mercy on 
whom he will have mercy, and whom he will he hardeneth,” 








he 
{ft 
ed 

iS 
is 
1g 
nd 
3 
of 


he 
nd 


Gofpel means of awakening Sinners. 61 


‘Thus, from the texts now quoted, as only a fpecimen of 
the general run of infpired preaching, we*fee how admirably 
adapted are the diftinguifhing truths of the gofpel, to bea 
means of bringing loft men into the kingdom of God. 

2. Another idea, which arifes from the fubjeét as now 1il- 
luftrated, is, that the perfonal good of every one requires that 
he give an impartial, attentive hearing to the moft pointed and 
plain preaching. ‘Though there be no certain connection 
between conviction and converfion, yet we look up6n a man’s 
ftate more hopeful who has a true conviction of his condition, 
than one who is entirely thoughtlefs—lor, it is by “ the 
foolifhnefs of preachisg that God faves them who believe.”’ 
Thofe, therefore, who are wif, will give an impartial hearing 
to the moft humbling and unpalatable doctrines of the gofpel. 
Be attentive, then, O finner, to hear the worft of your cafe, 
if you have any regard for your own foul. | 

It becomes thofe, alfo, who view themfelves /aints, feriouf- 
ly to attend to thofe truths which are fo much difrelifhed by 
the natural heart ; that they may hereby. know whcther they 
have ever felt the truth concerning themfelves, and whether 
they are pleafed with that which is their only*hepe of falva-~ 
tion. 

3. It appears that the dotrine of divine fovereignty, and 


man’s abfolute dependence on divine grace, are very neceilae 


ry and profitable to be clearly breught into view. If there 
were any propriety in Peter’s being alarmed when he faw 
that his life depended whelly on the gtacious arm of Chrift 3 
why ought it not to be a particular obje&i with a preacher of 
the gofpel, te convince the ungodly multitude that they are thus 
fallen tn*fuch criminal oppofition to their maker, that nothing 
but his mere ele€ting lovecan raife them from finking to hell? 
Why fhould traths fo important be palliated and kept back ? 
If finners are difpofed to cavil and find fault with thefe doc- 
trines, it is no fign they are not profitable : but rather amark 
that they are profitable. That which the depraved mind de-~ 
fires moft of all, is, to remain feeure and undifturbed. And 
fince we are aflured in GJod’s word, that the carnal mind is 
enmity te truth, that which awakens it in any fenfe, mult be 
calculated to have a falutary effec. 

4. From what has been faid, does it not sppear, that ome 
object againft having that brought into view, which is the 
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moft direét means of their falvation ; and which is their only 
hope ? Point out the utter finfulnefs of all the doings of the 
unregenerate, and are not many inclined to manifcft their op- 
pofition? Are not many difpofed to object againft being told, 
that their deliverance from ruin depends wholly on the eternal 
purpofe of God? Then we fee, they oppofe that which is 
calculated te fecure to them the greateft poflible good. They 
object againft the ufe of the moft direct means for their good. 
And they objeét againft the only encouragement there is to 
the w/e of thofe means. ‘Take a view of our ftate by nature, 
and would not all perifh had not Ged an eternal purpofe of 
mercy concerning fome ? | 
Refrain, theretore, O finner, from thefe unjuft replies, left 
thou be found fighting, not only againft God, but againtt 
thine own foul. Let thy heart no longer defpife reproof ; 
but ferioufly hear, that thy foul may live. ‘ 
R, S$. 
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LOVE TO THE HOUSE OF GOD. 


HE children of God, have always efteemed public wor- 

fh p an high honour and great privilege ; and, a duty, 
by ao means to be negleéted. King David was in a kind of 
ecftacy, when the peuple called on him to attend the public 
worfhip of God. J was glad, {aid he, when theyfa d unto me, 
Let us go inio the houfe of the Lord. Our feet fhail fland with- 
in thy gates, O “fFerujalem. “fFerufalem is built asa city, that 
a5 compact together : whither the tribes go up, the tribes of the 
Lord, unto the telimony of Ifrael, to give thanks unto the name 
of the Lord. 

My defign is, to confider fome of the reafons, for which 
God’s children are glad to go into the hou’e of the Lord ; 
or, why they love his public worfhip. And then fhall make 
fome obfervations, on the manner, in which they will manifeft 
fuch refped. 

Let it then be remarked, in the firft place, that good men 
love to go to the houfe of the Lord, becaufe it is, in a fpecial 
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fenfe, the place of his honour and of his divine prefence. When 
Solomon had made an end of piayer, at the dedication of the 
temple, fire came down from heaven, and confumed the burnt- 
offering and the facrifices ; and the glory of the Lord filed 
the house : and the chi.dren of Israel bowed themfelves to the 
ground on the pavement, and worfhipped and praifed the Lord. 
And he anfwered Solomon——Now mine eyes fhall be opcn, and 
mine ears attend unto the prayer that is made in this place. In 
the congregations of ‘his faints, God, ufually, gives fome mane 
ifeftations by his gracious prefence, by awakening and con- 
vincing finuers, or by enlightening, correcting, guiding, 
comforting and ftrengthening bis children. And, fometiines, 
his prefence 1s remarkably evident, that ail may fee, reverence 
and adore him. 

Such was often the cafe, when Aaron, in his pontifical 
robes, as a type of Chrift, led the people to the door of the 
tabernacle, to receive anfwers, and to take orders from Jcho- 
vah, from between the cherubim. Such was the cafe, at the 
dedication of the temple, as cited above. Such was the cafe, 
on the day of pentecoft, when, under the preaching of the 
apoftles, more than three thoufands of fouls were added to 
the church. Such, blefled be Gad, has been the cafe, in ma- 
ny churches and congregations, in this and the neighbouring 
ftates, for fome years paft. God, indeed, has often been m2~ 
nifeft in our worfhipping aflemblies. Jefus Chrift has, in 
many inftances, been found walking in the midft of his go!~ 
den candicfticks, the churches which he has redeemed and 
bought with his own blood. And he has given us abundant 
reafon to delieve, that he views them his crown of rejoicing 5 
and will always be as a wall of fire round about them, anda 
glory in the midit of them. 

True it is, Chrift’s glory and prefence, are not always thus 
evident: yet, we muft not conclude, that he neglects his 
worlhipping people : The promife of nis prefence is fure te 
them that meet in his name, even to two or three ; and is of. 
ten communicated to them in various gifts and graces. And 
were we intent on our duty, as we ought to be, his prefence, 
doubtlefs, would be very manifeft in our worfhipping afflem~ 
bies. But, alas! our coldnefs and inattention, too often dif- 
honour him ; and provoke him to hide his face frcm us, 
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| Itisalfo to be remembered, that as the Houfe of the Lord 
is a place of the divine prefence ; fa is it of receiving divine 
honours from his people. The focial worfhip of faints con- 
fers {pecial honour on Chrift. It confeffes him before men, 
and acknowledges the grace of God in the redemption of the 
loft world. And thus the houfe of the Lord is, in a fpecial 
ienfe, the place where his honour dwelleth. 

An aflembly of believers, in the aé&t of folemn worfhip, 
give the moft glorious dif play of Goda’s honour that can be 
given by mortals, on earth. “They are redeemed by Chrift— 
fanctified by his Spiciv-fibjelthed to his will—and living 
monuments of his praile. As fuch, worfhipping in fpirit and 
in truth, they difplay the honour and grace of God, beyond 
any thing to be feen, on this fide the employments of faints 
made perfect. As Aaron, in all his pontifical robes, led the 
tribes of Ifrael up to the tabernacle, and prefented their offer-~ 
ings to Jehovah ; fo, Jefus Chrift, the Great High Prieft of 
our profeffion, goes before his people, as a fun aid fhield, in 
all their worfhip. And, adding his divine incenfe to their 
‘piritual facrifices, he prefents them to the eternal Father, for 
his accentance. 

In fuch acts of focial worfhip, all the attributes of deity are 
exhibited to us, and acknowledged and adored by us. Here, 
we fee finners convinced, and born unto God ; and faints 
edified and built up in their holy faith. Here, we learn how 
the kingdoms of this world become the kingdom of our Lord 
and of bis Chriff. Here, we fee the church adorned, as a 
bride, for her nuptials to the Lord. Here, we fee Jus 
crowned with honour and glory ; and anointed with the oil 
of gladnefs above his fellows. 

How is it poffible for men, not to love the houfe of the 
Lord! How can they fhut their eyes againft the Sepetine 
beauty, and glory, a and honour of Chrift in his church ! Had 
we a temper of love and obedience to God ; 3 Or any confor- 
mity of heart to his chara@ter, we fhould rejoice to ‘be where 
his honour dwelleth—we fhould long and thirft to fee his 
power and glory, in the aflemblies of his people. 

Another pw Ly why good men love to go into the houfe of 
the Lord, is, that the church, with Chrift at its head, is a pil- 
Jar and ground of the truth® The children of truth love to be 
in the way of truth, Believers know the mind of Chrift, in 
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sn eminent manner.and degree. “They have an unétion from 
the Holy One and know all things : His Spirit, in them, tetti- 
fics to the truth, as it is in Jefus ; and they feel and know 
the truth of the gofpel. We read, Great 15 the my/ery of god= 
linefs : God-was manifeh iy the ficlh, jultified in the Spirit, 
feen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the 
world, received up into glory. “Uhefe are fundamental and dif- 
tinguifhing doctrines of Chriffianity: They are written on 
the heart, and brought into the praétice of all God’s children. 
By meeting and conferring together, they find they have the 
like evidences of grace ; and the fame fpirit of holinefs—that. 
they love the fame things, feek the fame things, and entertain: 
a like hope of eternal life, throngh faith in Chrift. In thefe . 
things, they have fellowfhip with che .Father,, and; the Son, 
and one with another: And fo, feel 'that.they. have one com- 
mon intereft, and a near anddear relation. Thefe difcoveries 
make communion {weet, and excite: them to meet in focial 
worfhip, which enlightens the underftanding, informs the 
judgment, invigorates faith, and warms the affections. 

Thus, believers, the church of Chrift are a kind of repofi- 
tory of the gofpel doétrines. “The Spirit imprints and feals 
gofpel truths on their hearts and atteétions 5 and they become 
fupporters of the truth, in oppofition to the errers and here- 
fies, which wicked men utter againft. the holy religion of 
Jefus. And by brinzing thefe truths into actual practices 
they are dights in the world, helding forth the word of life; and 
ftand as monumental pillars of the truth, giving the'lie to 
fcoffing infidels, and to all that oppofe the grace of our Lord 
Jefus Chriftt. Tyhey are witneiles for Ged, that he is good 
and gracious ; and that if any perifh, it wil be their own 
fault. 

This confideration is a ftrong motive, with good men,. to 
go into the houfe of the Lord.—Tinere are but two c!laffes of 
men in the world, friends and enemiesot Ged. Isic not defi« 
rable to be among his friends, and to unite with them in 
prayer and praife to the God of our lives, and the giver of al] 
our mercies ? Is it not detirable to ftand with them as with a 
pillar of ihe truth ; and with one voice, and one heart, warna 
finful world of their danger and of their duty ? Certainly, aré 
we friends to Gsod and Chrift, we rejoice to meet with his 
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charch, and with them, fet our feal to the truth, that God is 
righr-ous. 

Phis again, reminds me, that the pub’ic worfhip of God, is 
pleafant to all that love him = After a feafon of labour andl 
tol, it is pleafant to retire to our clofets, and meditate on 
fpiritual and eternal thing ——to examine our title to the inke- 
ritance of faints ; and tog , like Mofes, into the Mount, and 
take a view of the prom fed land. And while our affe@tions’ 
were warm 'n heavenly meditation, would it not rejoice our 
hearre, to hear ow neighbours fay, Come det us go into the 
Boule br the Lord te fee Ais huey, and to inquire in bis teme 

le? 
‘ Che foc'al worfhip of faints, is a beginning of the employ- 
ments, and a toreraite of the enjovments of the kingdom of 
glory. Have we no pleafure in the worfhip of God, in his 
earthly temples ; we have reafon to fear, that we thal! never 
yoin the focietyv of faints, in histemple, which is above. Love 
to public worfhiv, is an high evidence of Jove to God ; and 
of a meetnefs for the fociety of faints and angels. Agreeably 
to which, David fd, Lord | be ve loved the habitation of thy 
boule. a-d the place where thine honour dwelieth. Gaiher not 
my foul with finners. Vine teliowibiy of faints, in fecial wore 
fh:., wirms ine heart with love to God, and |live to man: 
and fets their »f-i ns on things above, that they are ready 
to cry our, How amiable ae thy tahernacles, O Lord of hats I 
Beffed are they who dwell in fy. oufe. they wiil be j.lt praife 
eng thee. 

Aad it is worthy of remark, further, that as public worfhip 
is pleafant to all good men; fo is it very acceptable to God, 
~~ This is evident from the confid: ratien, that he appointed a 
focial wor thi», for the J-ws,in the morning and evening fa- 
crifice—aeon the fabbath, er on numerous days of feafting and 
faftting. So Chrift, hie apoftles, and followers, conftantly 
obferved the fabbath ; and often met on other occafions, for 
focial worfhip. 

And it is ohfervable, that God, frequently, fignified his 
pleafure, on fuch occafions, by thew: ne his glory in the tabe 
ernacle, or by a voice from the mercy-feat : And in the days 
of Chriftian worfhip, by various »'fts and graces ; and by 
the faving operations of his Hyly Spirits 
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And it is deferving of notice that when God promifed any 
peculiar bleffings to his people, he, generally, added the priv- 
ilege of his houfe. Thus, when he promifed to increafe his 
church, by the acceffion of the Gentiles, he faid, the flocks of 
Keder. and the rams of Nabaicth fhall come up with acceptance 
on mine altar, and I will glorify the houfe of my glory. Sv a- 
gain, {peaking of the privilege of his houfe, Ged promifed it 
fliould be general, without refpect of perfuns, EL fld is the 
man that keepeth my fabbath from polluting it. The fons of the 
hranger, that join themfelues to the Lord, to ferve him and to 
Lu. the name of the Lord, to be his fervants, every one that 
heepeth the fubbath from polluting it.and taketh hold of my cove- 
nant ; even them will I bring to my holy mountain, and make 
them joyful in mine houfe of prayer: their burnt-offerings and 
their facrifices fhall be accepted on mine aliar ; for mine boufe 
foall be called an house of prayer for all people. 

I may alfo add, that the houfe of the Lord, is a refuge. in pe- 
rilous times, and feafons of {piritual darknefs. Nothing, in 


this world, will make hell tremble, and check the {coffs of in= 


fidels, like the united prayer of God’s people in his houfe. 
They are the falt of the earth. For their fake, God bears 
with the wicked, and withholds his judgments, for a feafon. 
For their fake, he cuts off the enemies of the crofs, and pun- 
ifhes the wickednefs of the times. For this caufe, all good 
people love the houfe of the Lord, and delight in focial wor- 
fhip. 
i will now make fome obfervations on the manner, in 
— they will manifeft fuch leve and ref{pect to the houfe of 
od.— 

They will feek a convenient place, and a decent houfe, for 
the habitation of the Lord of Hofts. Like David, they will 
| be afhamed, that the Lord fhouid be the laft and pooreft ferv- 
ed. 

They will, alfo, with much prayer and carefulnefs, provide 
fome one to minifter in holy things. They will look to it, 
that he come in by the door—that he be cal'ed as was Aaron 
and that, like Paul and Barnabas, he be fet apart to Gcd’s 
fervice, by prayer, fafting and laying on of the hands of the 
prefbytery. It is not every one that runs, but he who runs 
etderly, that God seoiteinns” Pia Saviour was pleafed te 
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Aayooint anorder of pricth od in his church, and will never 
fort ike it, Lo, faid he, I am with you always, even unto the 
end of the wrid. Whoever comes noc in this order, refifteth 
the rote O Chrift, and has no promufe of the d;vine pref. 
ence and bleffing. The friends of God’s houfe; therefore, 
will c:ke heed whom they receive, and to whom they bid 
God [peed | 

They wilfalfo, maintain a prudent difcipline in the church; 
and provide ail things neceffiry, for a regular adminiftration 
of {pecial ordinances, that God may glorify the houfe of his 
glery. [aa word, they will provide for, and fuppori the gof- 
pel miniftry in order and decency, for comfort and edifica- 
tion to themfelves and others. 

The friends of public worfhip, will live in expeation of 
fuch feafons, and meet them rejoicing. They pay the morn- 
ing and evening facrifice in a focial worfhip, and meet the 
fabbath with delizht.—-When we expeét the arrival of fome 
dear friend, we keep the time in mind, and ftand ready to 
receive him: fo the friends of God’s houfe, keep the fabbath 
in mind ; and will not fuffer their fecular affairs to intrude en 
holy time. They endeavour, as far as in them lies, to fanc- 
tify to God, al! feafons of focial worfhip, without deceit and 
without hypocrify. 

Nor will any thing, fort of works of neceffity and mercy, 
Getain them from the place and emoloyments they love. They 
will endeavour to be, wh re God and their eternal intereft 
call them. A Might ind fpofition, a little rain, or, any thing 
that would not detain them from bufinefs and amufements, on 
a weck-da:, Will appear a piti‘ul excufe, for detaining them 
fron God’s bufinefs, on the fabbath, or; on any convenient 
feaf»n of focial worthip. 

Nor will an affront from a neighbour, or from any bedy of 
men, detain us from public worfhip and divine inftitutions, if 
we really love the houfe of God. The Chriftian temper is 
charity and forgivenefs. And, perhaps, my neighbour did 
not intend to affront me ; but if he did, mutt I needs abufe 
him, becaufe he abufed me ? muft [ injure my‘elf and infult 
my God, becsufe a man has injured me ? [a vain wé talk of 
@ur religion, while we act on {uch motives ! 
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¥-s, fays one, but I difapprove of our minifter==T am not 
ed fied oy him—! can read better fermons at heme.—-Grant- 
ed. But has not God, inhis infinitely wife providence, made 
this provifion ? And is he not more likely to feud a ‘bleflinig 
01 his ordinanecs, and in his own way, than in yours ? And 
wo fh.l! dare to refrit him, or to preic. ibe a better way fame 
Such excufes may harden the heart againft God and religion, 
but are net to be juftified, 

Thofe who love Gd atid are confcientious in his worfhip, 
abhor and deteft all fuch excufes : and will endeayour, by 
conftant precept and example, to recommend the obfervai ce 
of the fabbath, As Inghts in the world, they will hold jorth 
the word of life, that others may {ce and glorify God, 

I obferve this once more, toat they who love the sh ple 
of God’s houfe, will ftudy after brotherly love and unit: 

“ A new commandment I give unto vou, that ye Leaps cite 
ansther, as | have loved vou. By tis thall all men know 
that ye are my difciples,””? Brotherly love is a Chriftian 
temper : and they who love the houfe of the Lord, will man- 
ifeit it. The friends of Chrift are peace-makers ; and en- 

eavour to walk in the unit. of the fpirit, in the bond of 
peace. They have fellowfhip with Chrift, and one with 
another : his caule is their caufe ; and his intereft their in- 
tereft. Party fpirit and divifions in fosiety, are grievous to 
good men: they gender ftrife a d debate, four the temper and 
unfit for God’s fervice in either party. Such things are the 
works of the flcth, and tigns of the latter day herefies. We 
are comminded to gh ter them, and to attend to th. fure word 
of prophecy ; sf any fay, lo. here 5 or lo, there, beneve them 
not. We mutt try their fpirit by the word of God 5 and noe 
by our darkened reafon: Philofopby, will never leag us unto 
God and eternal life. 

Thoefe who love the houfe of God, will aéhere to this 
rule ; and by the fu’ ‘e word of prophecy willheal div fins, and 
dettroy the works of darknels: and fo, itrenghten the brother- 
hood tn knowledge, faith and love. “Vhey will not, willing 
ly, leave or difturb a church and conere gation, where they 
have unitedly terved Ged; nor will they Gini, it in others, 
Mas living flones, they are built up a fciritua! houfe, ard will 
not be icattered. As @ chofen gener@tion, they thew terth the. 
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praifes of him, that called them out of darknefs into his mar- 
vellous light, and therefore, follow after charity. 

It will be perceived, that I have defignedly confined my 
obfervations to the religious benefit and pious pleafure of 
God’s children, in public worfhip. Men of the world 
may refpeét public worfhip for its moral and political in- 
fluence on fociety ; but good men do more, they love it for 
its own fake—for its religious benefits and pious pleafures, 

Many ufeful remarks might be made on this fubject 5 but 
I muft only obferve, that profeflors need clolely examine 
themf:lves, as to the ground, on which, they profefs to love 
the houfe of God. If they find not fuch views and feelings 
‘in public worfhip, and fuch expreffions of them, as recited 
above, they have reafon to fear they are no better, and do no 
more than others, even publicans and finners. If they be, 
indeed, children, they will not be eafy and contented in public 
worfhip, unlefs they feel the power of religion, and fee the 
beauty of the Lord, as well, as inquire in his temple. Ne- 
gleét of public worfhip, or inattention in it, are dark figns: 
and do, at leaft, argue {mall degrees of grace, and too great 
indifference, as to further attainments. I fpeak here, of al- 
lowed neglect and inattention : for the moft upright profeffor 
has feafons, in which, he has caufe to cry, My leanne/s, my 
Jeanne’s. But if he can feel contented in any degree of fpiri- 
tual attainments, fhort of perfection, he has but moderate 
love to Ged and divine things. Let profeflors think on this, 

Profeflors, by neglect of public worfhip, injure themfelves 
and difhonour God.—-They fee none of his divine honour, as 
difplaved in his houfe ; nor bear any part in beftowing hon- 
our upon him—They publicly refufe to ftand as pillars of the 
truth ; and to confefs Chrift before men—They turn their 
backs onthe prote&tion of God’s houfe, which he offers 
them, againft the world, the ficfh and the devil—They lofe 
the pleafures and comforts, which Gou’s people feel, when, 
with united hearts and voices, they addrefs the throne of 
grace—- They practically, contemn God’s authority ; and vir- 
tually, deny their allegiance to Chrift, his king in Zion. 

Thus they join with the wicked to difhonour God and re- 
ligien—they fet a bad example before others—and become 
abettors of infidelity and loofe morals.—Miuny, not diftin- 
guifhing between principles, and the irregular walk of pre- 
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feffors, fr doubt of the reality of religion; and foon de- 
nounce the whole a cheat —In this, they are ; awiully leit of 
G .J— hey become fit fubjccts fu r the temptations ot Satan 


— oid ne will not be tdiew H.uving no go d m» ai principles 
Wiiain, they he at the controul of their pe ffion — eafon is yn- 
heeded, and confcience is filent—-zoud is their evil, and evil 
their good. 

Theie are the natural and a€tual confequences of the re~« 
glect aiid abufe of public worfhis : and ¢ ming through the 
medium of God’s ch ren, they dithonour God and religions 
mich more than all chat che enemies @!f the crofs could do 
w thout. 


Tis confideration calls loudly on us, as profefforg, to cort> 


fider our ways-—“ tu be watchtul end {trengihen the things 
which remain that are ready to aie.”——Do we reverence di- 
vine authority—ire we wife to feek our own happine.s, tor 
time and etern.ty— ud do we defire a plentiful outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit, on our churches «nd congregations, we fhall 
lony to fee the beauty of the Lord, and inquire in his temple 
— ve fhall conftantly take our families to the houfe of the 
L ocd on his fabbath 5 and lead them daily to the ihrone of 
grace, in the m: ning and evening faci. fee. 

This is our dee: And we hens no reafonable excufe for 
neg.ect: the means are €al.——1e wok ts pleafan'—ind the 
end will be glorious, Ln the exereife of foeral worfhip, if 
not wanting to ourfelves, we fhall meet with Gor—learn our 
duty, obtain contort—-ftab! fh cur hearts in the taith and 
mi ftery of the gofvel; and thus, grow more and more into 
the divine likenefs—we fh-li fet a good example betere othe 
ers, and liftup a mozhey ftandard ayainft infidelity. In this, 
G .d’s glory, and our ha>pinefs, are united, Let us then aé& 
in character, and walk worthy of our vocation in the gofpel. 
And if we are faithful to God and our'felves, in public wer- 
fhip and focial prayer, we may defy all the arts of hell ard 
earth to feparate us from Chrift; or tod ffolve order in foe 
ciety. But ic muft not be fos gotten, that in all thefe things, 
we: are wholly depend#nt on the aids of the Holy Spirit, tor 
light and ftrength. Let us, therefore, in every thing, by pray- 
er aid fuoplication, with thinkigiving, make kuown our re- 


gueits unto Gode-His graee will be fufficiens for us. 
ISRALL, 
F4 


Wess, ¥: 
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imperfeétionof young Converts. 
[ From the Conne@icut Evangelical Magazine. | 


ON THE IMPERFECT STATE OF HOLY AFFECTIONS 
IN YOUNG CONVERTS. 


E find in the Bible many paflages, which fpeak of the 

kingdom of God, reprefenting it as being exceeding- 
ly imall in its origin, but increafing gradually, till it finally 
abforbs all others in itfelf. In one place it is compared to a 
ftone cut out of the mountain without hands, which after- 
waids became a great mountain and filled the whole earth : 
In another, to a grain of muftard feed, which, it is faid, is the 
fmalleft of ali feeds, but when it is fown, and is fprung up, it 
becomes a great tree, in the branches of which the fowls of 
the air may lodze. Although thefe reprefentations primarily 
re{pect the kingdom of our Redeemer in the world, yet we 
may doubtlefs with propriety confider them, as being equally 
applicable to the kingdom of grace in the heart of each indi- 
vidual member ; and as fuggefting this general idea, that the 
kingdom of grace or real holinefs is at firft exceedingly {mall 
in the hearts of Chriftians, though by a gradual increafe it 
finally fills the whole heart, and fubdues every thing to itfelf. 
— ne truth of this idea, however, that holinefs is at firft fo 
exceedingly fmall, does not reft entirely on fuch a dubious ap- 
plication of feripture, but is fully evident from feveral other 
confiderations :—as, 

1. Chriftians may continue to grow in grace many years, 
and yet be far from a ftate of perfection. ‘That Chriftians 
ordinarily grow in graceis plain from many pafiages in {crip- 
ture: “ The path of the juft” we read “ fhineth more and 
more until the perfect day’’-—and, “ the water, thatI fhall give 
him,” fays our Saviour, “ fhall be in him, a well of water 
{pringing up into everlafting life.” It is equally plain, -alfo, 
that after a long life of growth in grace Chriftians are very 
imperfect ; Many years after his converfion, the apoftle Paul 
cou'd fay, * O wretched manthat I am, who fhall deliver me 
from the body of this death ?”” And this perfe€lly agrees with 
Chrittian experience: After the longeft life fpent in the fer- 
vice of God, under the greateft advantages, and with the 
moft unwearied application, Chriftians invariably find, that 
their holy affections are ftill in a very imperfe@ ftate. And 
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how could this be, unlefs thefe holy affeftions were at firft 
exceedingly {mall. 

2. As Chriftians grow in grace, they ufually grow in a 
fenfe of their own finfulnefs. Our Saviour taught, «¢ If any 
man fhould put his hand to the plough, and look back, he 
would not be fit for the kingdom of God ;” thereby teaching 
us to be prepared for unexpeéted trials, as well probably from 
Within eurfelves as from without. And the moft ftriking ex- 
preffions of a fenfe of finfulnefs, which are recorded in the Bi- 
ble, came from perfons, who had made confiderable progrefs 
in a holy life. Job, after his trials had proved the reality and 
holy nature of his religion, fays, “ I abhor myfelf and repent 
as in duft and afhes:” Ifaiah, after being favoured with fome 
remarkably difcoveries of the majefty of God, cries out, 
<¢ woe is me for [am a man of unclean lips:’’ And Paul, af- 
ter many years diligent profiting in the fchool of. Chrift, ex- 
claims, “ O wretched man that .am, who fhall deliverme 
from the body of this death 2”? And with this agrees theex- 
periences of Chriftians in all ages: ‘They areat firit ready to 
think, that the victory is accomplifhed,’ but they foon learn, 
that they have but juft entered the conteft.—Now if this be 
true, muft it not be that they at firft eftimatéd their comparae 
tive finfulnefs very erroneoufly ? That their finfulnefs was 
much greater than they fuppofed, and, om the contrary, 
the kingdom of grace much fmaller ? This argument receives 
additional force from this confideration, that, during al] this 
time, in which this finfulnefs had been apparently increafing 
in their own view, they had been, perhaps in fact growing 
in grace ; fo that the kingdom of grace in their hearts was, 
perhaps, never greater, than when they have the greateft fenfe 
of their own finfulnefs. How exceedingly fmall, then, muft 
it have been at firft ? How fitly is it compared toa grain of 
muftard feed '— 

But how, it is afked, does this agree with the appearance 
of young converts? Are not their thoughts and affeétions fix- 
ed moft on fpiritual things at firft? Is not their zeal and en- 
gagednefs intreligion, then, the greateft ? And how is this 
confiftent with the idea, that their holy affections are fo ex- 
ceedingly {mall ?—In anfwer to this enquiry, the following 
things may be obferved. : 
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tr. The peculiar fituation ol young converts, puts a re- 
ma kable check upon heir fiatul inclinations. This is evie 
deatly the cafe under coaviction : Tine courfe of their con- 
duct is then totally altered. Mluch of their time is now fpent 
in reading the word of God, 1a calling upon him i prayer, 
in attending religious meetings, and in converting or r Acct- 
Ing upon the Conceius of eternity 5 and tuschangeis notte 
effe>t of any rea! bolinefs of heart, but merely ot thofe views, 
which they now have of themfelves, and the.r lituation. J befe 
vie vs give a prefentcheck to all thor fintul inclinations, and 
make them aopear almoft tota!ly ¢ ffcereut pertons, from what 
they were before. And maay it not be, that the influence of 
this check continues for a confiderable ume, after the king~ 
dom of grace has been fet unin their hearts? May not, there-~ 
fore a confiderable portion of their attention to things of a ree 
Yivious nature be confidered as the effect of this check, rather 

panthe fruic o: real holinefs ? 

2. Fhe recent and remarkable deliverance which they 
have experienced, is fuch as mutt have a pec. liar influence 
upon their natural feelines, and produce, in this way, a-uch of 
the appearance of true relrgton. If we have been in any great 
temporal danger, and ex errenced a rema'kable celiverance, 
it always has a great eff & upon our feclings and conduct. 
We rejoice exceedingly in our deliverance, are exceed- 
ingly thankful to our deliverer, and are very ready to make 
him {ome grateful return; Anc, why fhould not a deliver 
ance fron eternal danzer by the power of God, have a 
fimilar effect? Coriftians are fanétified but in part, much 
fe!n-hnefs {till remains in them, and, therefore, may we not 
well fuppote, that a confiderable part of their apparent love 
for God, and engagednefs in his fervice, is the fruit of fclfifh- 
nefs, rather than of true benevolence ? 

3. The firft zeal and enzagednefs of young converts inva- 
riably fubfides, after a certain time, and gives place to a calm, 
fteady, and rational obfervanee of the divine commands. 
From this we mutt fuppofe, either that Chriftians, inftead of 
growing, do invariably, after a little tim-, decay ; or, that 
there is much more of the appearance of true religion in young 
converts at firf¥, than of the reality. And is not the latter 
much the moft {criptural fuppofition ? And is not this fuppo- 
fition further countenanced by this, that whenever perfons af- 
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ter conviction attain a falfe hope, they invariably have the 
faine appearance as the real converts ? the fame attention to 
{piritual things, the fame zeal for God, the fame engagednefs 
in promoting his caufe? But notwithftanding all this, it 
is not fuppofed that*they have in their breafts a fingle {park 
of divine grace to light up this appearance, and therefore, 
when the ferment of their natural feelings has fubfided, all is 
gone. May it not be, then, thatduring the firft engaged and 
zealous period of the real converts, true grace or real holinefs 
in his heart, is like a muftard feed, exceedingly fmall, and, at 
the fame time, fo greatly obfcured by the rubbifh of natural 
affections, as fcarcely to be perceived. 

The view which we have taken of this fubje@, fuggzefts a 
few important reflections. 

I. Young converts have much lefs of true religion, than 
what they are generally thought.to have, or even than what 
they themfelves think that. they poffefs... H«<nce, in their fu- 
ture lives, they almoft invariably difappoint themfelves and 
others. , Wks. 

2. It is exceedingly difficult to diftinguifh real religion, 
from the working of natural affeétion. Ifthe greater part of 
that, which appears in young minds, is to be thrown away, 
by what marks {hall we diftinguifh that which is to be retain- 
ed and cultivated ? Well may Chriftians be direéted to work 
out their falvation with fear and trembing. 






3. Young converts fhould be humble. What do they find » 


in themfelves, befide the working of natural affections, under 
which the fmall feed of grace or holinefs, is almoft entirely 
hidden. 

4. They fhould be charitable toward old profeffors. If old 
profeflors are not as zealous and engaged in religion as the 
young convert appears to be, they are often cenfured and 
_ condemned, as being in a cold, formal, lifelefs ftate, and their 
performances greatly defpifed. But which poffefles the 
greateft fhare of true religion ? Let the young convert learn 
to be humble, and to efteem others better than himfelf. 

5. True religion does not confift fo much in appearances 
of zeal and engagednefs in the worfhip of God, asin a calm, 
fteady, and affectionate obfervance of every duty enjoined in 
both the firft and fecond tables of the divine Jaw. 

KUBULUS. 
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. 
TO THE EPITORS OF THE WESTERN MISSIONARY MAGA- 
ZINE, 

CFNTLEMEN, 
BY inferting the following account, you will oblige a num- 
ber of your conftant readers ; ah mak< ciad che hearts of 
many wh» have beea long praying for the faivation of our 
Indian neighbours, 
ke ~T TT, the Wvandot Indian, mentioned in Mr. 
cott’s Journal, publifhed in the ees number of this 
huyezine, arrived at the crofs road in Wafh agton county, 
on the tgchof April laft ; where the prefbstery of Ohie was 
thea btiog, and prefented to them his fon, a child of five 
years old. He expreff-d an carneft defire that his child might 
enjoy the benefits of a reljzious education —be trained upin 
the knowledge and practice of piets-——e reftrained from all 
vice—be preferved from the influen¢e of wicked company 
and bad exampl«—and that, he might obtain mercy, anu be 
qualified to be ufetul to” ines re as a mfionary to inftrud 
them in the knowles way of falvation through 
Chritt. 4 
The peculiar diffeMations of Providence towards this In- 
dian, which have iffued in this folemn dedication of his fon to 
the fervice of the fanctuary, deferve particular notice here. 
He was unexpectedly favoured with the privilege of hear- 
ing the gofpel, preached by our miffionaries, who have vifited 
the Indian tribes, about Sandufky : and was brought under 
ferious concern about his fpiritual interefts. “The {mall de- 
gree of rcligious inftruction ke received by thefe means has 
produced an undeniable reformation of his life, and a clofe at- 
tention to Chriftian duties. Some time in laft fall, he deter- 
mined on the fteps he has now taken, to place his fon under 
the means of falvation. He, therefore, when he fet out tn the 
fall, with his family, according to the Indian cuftem, to hunt 
in fome diftant part of the wildernefs, where game may be 
found plenty, direct: d his courfe towards our frontiers, and 
pitched his tent on the waters of Sandy. There he {pent the 
Winter providing meat for his family ;—hunting fix days, 
and refting on the feventh, in obedience to the divine come 
mand. While thus employed, he was vifited with fore fick- 
nefs ; at which he was greatly diftu: bed ; fearing that it wae 
a difpenfation feat to fruftrate his defigus concerning his fon. 
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In this diftrefs he had recourfe to the throne of grace. He 
retired, taking his child with him, to lay his cafe before God, 
But on firft attempting this duty, he did not feel iubmiflive 
to the will of God ; but was too anxious to obtain his objet, 
and found no relief. His fin, in this particular, he afterwards 
concluded was the reafon why his ficknefs was not removed: 


At length, after much rcfiection on the cafe, when praying 


with his child; he felt a great change in his difpofition ; he 
was willing to fubmit the matter entirely to God 3 and cons 
cluded that if his ficknefs continued long, he would take it as 
an evidence that God did not allow him to proceed farther in 
his defign, at that time : and if bis health fhould be foon re 
ftored, he would take encourapementy 
that he had the divine approbat 
ever the event might be. WI 

recovered his health very {peedi! 







; It refigned to whage 

reupi € remarked that: he 
y. Hethen took up his fon 
and fet out on his joufney, not knowing whither he went.;— 
without any knowledge of our language ;—without guide ja 
without an interpreter ;—-without knowing when or where 
any of the prefbyteries would meet. And by the good hand 
ef God upén him he reach: d this place on the very day that 
prefbytery met. Here he found his old acquaintance, Hamp- 
ton Northorp, who had been providentially detained in the 
neighbourhood for fome weeks, ready to introduce him, and 
adt as interpreter in all his bufinefs. The reader will make 
his own comment on thefe remarkably concurring Providen- 
ces. 

When the members of Prefbytery were made acquainted 
with thefe faéts, they delivered a fpeech to him, tb 
interpreter ; in which they expreffed their gladmets 
count of his fafe arrival with his fon ;—aflured =a 
child would be received, and tenderly treated, beth in health 
and ficknefs; as one of their own fons ; and be cloathed and 
educated by the good people of this country ; wi 
exoenfe to him.—And then, at fome length, end@ay 
inftrué& him in the knowledge of the gofpel- plan of f 
and concluded by urging him fo ftrive for this falvation; and 
to prav for his fon alfo, that God, by his grace, Would renew 
his heart; which no human exertions could effet. | 

Barnett thanked them for what he had heard; and expref= 












fed his confidence in the fincerity of their friendfhip 5 and his 


and proceed, in hope 
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fatisfaction on feeing that they, and all the people, were evi- 
dently glad to fee him and his child. On being defired to put 
the Prcleetery fully in poffeffion of his withes concerning his 
fon,—he replied, that he wanted ihem to give him a written 
paper, containing what they had agreed to do with his fon ; 
and that they would keep him until he would come, or fend 
for him: and not give him up to any one who might call for 
him; ualefs he produced that fame paper; as an evidence that 
he was commiffioned by him, to bring him home. And in 
cafe of his death, before they would hear from him again, he 
requefted that they would keep his fon unti! he was qualified 
for ufefulnefs, as a teacher, among his perifhing countrymen 5 
and then fend him we put not employ him in any buft- 
nefs among the white people r they thought him fo qual- 
ified. He mentioned n any n€ ings refpeAing hina ; all 
of which evinced t rey 8 had ferioufly. deliberated on the 
whole matter : fully matured his plans before hand, Be- 
ing gratified in this requeft, he fhook haids with the members 
and departed, 

This child is now caft on the care of the Chriftians, in this 
Jand, by his enlightened father, who was lately a gloomy fav- 
age, facrificing to devils—“ having no hope, and without 
God in the world.” Nor is he alone. Peter Johnfon, a young 
Mohawk, having heard the glad tidings of falvation preached 
by the miffionaries, followed Mr. Scott home; and now fays 
to the chriftians here,— teach me, a poor heathen, to read 
your Bible, and know your GOD.” How intercfting are 
thefe faéts | how animating to thofe who daily pray for the 
falvation of the heathen ! Chriftians, awake! The eyes of 
your heathen neighbours are on you ! Shall the Wyandots, 
or Mohawksever find that they have two highly appreciated 
the ben it {fpirit of your religion ; ; or conkded too much 
in your hofpitality ? Chriftians, awake! The eye of your be- 
loved Jefus is on you ! Shall he not fee you affeted with a 
fenfe of his love to the perifhing outcafts of the wildernefs 5 
and hear . your afcriptions ef praife for his mercy to them , 
Will not your frequent prayers for the regeneration and fanc- 
tification of this dedicated child, and of Peter Johnfon, with 
your acts of beneficence toward them, which their neceflities 
may require, “come up for a memorial before God,”? and 


prove that your joy and thankfulnefs are fincere ? 


ete fata selec hati 








Revival of Religion in Killingly. "9 
{ From the Conneficut E vargelical Magazine.] 


» A NARRATIVE 


Of a Revival of Religion in the South Parifh of Killingly, im 
the years 1800 and 1801, communicoted 10 the Editors bythe 
Rev. Israre Day, Pajlor of the church in faid Parifh. 


GENTLEMEN, 


I HAVE read with pleafure, the various accounts of the re- 
vivals of religion, in a number of towns in this ftate, pub- 
lifhed in your ufeful magazine. 
When I refleét on the moral. fate 
ment which the gofpel of our bi lef 
in our churches and congré 
with my brethren, in deve 
look upon us, and mak 
hand, when I call tat 






pap, a and the treat- 
A has met with, 
difpe cd to join 
i: ‘fat 'God fh uld 
i0US aWilit: on the other 
11 ovenan a een the Father 
and the Son, the revealed mode of God’s fupporting his 
church, by bringing thofe + Who are of us to build the old 
watte places, and to repair the bieaches of former genera- 
tions ; that this is effe&ted by the fpirit of the Lord, being 
poured out onthe feed of his people, and his bl: fling on their 
effspring ; the promife of fuccefs to the gofpel, that the gate 
of hell fall not prevail againft the church of Chrift ; that her 
fons are to come from far, and her daughters from the end of 
the earth ; that Chrift is to have a feed that thall ferve him, 
which fhall_be accounted to the Lord for a generation; and 
as God has told his people that he will never deave Zion til ik 
all things which he has promifed her be ful llc d ae e 
things bring us to look for th.je difplavs whieh Go isa 
making with reference to Zion: and, alfo to long @ 
for greater things than have yet lakes place, which 
encourage the friends of Zion, and confound ip fidels. J 
a conviction of thef= things, [ am induced to give @jinafrat 
ef the late work of Godin the fouth parith in Killing aug 
In the year 1776, it pleafed God to fend down thevgiyi 
Spirit, on the people, like gentle rain, which lz ftedys by. 
convincing and converting influence, though not in/gngee: 
traordinary degree, for more than two years. kn whigheti 
there were about fifty perfons received into the church. From 
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this time, the friends of Zion gained ground, which. was not 
wholly loft, for twelve years. Inthe year 1788; it pleafed 
God, once more, to look, in mercy, on a people who had abu- 
fed his kindnefs, and were ripening faft for divine judgments. 
By the fovereign influence of the Holy Spirit, he fe t home his 
word preached “and means enjoyed, in fuch a manner, that dry 
bones. began to fhake, and many were happily made alive, as 
appeared, by their after walk and converfation, At this peri- 
od, about forty perfons were added to the church. 

I would here note, that, from the firft mentioned time, of 
the revival of the work of God, there has been a conference 
meeting kept UPs in the middle of the fociety, for the moft 

> prefer In which; the children of 
Gad have had ¢ fat 
and have found. 


teligion, there ¥ as great h a 


congregation ; till an unhappy difpute rate about removing 


the meeting-houfe : which was ver } prejudicial to the peace 


and harmony of both. This difpute lafted for a number of 
ears : and it is to be feared abst, with fome individuals, it 
will laft as long as they live. It is likely that prejudices in 
fuch things, are, in many inftances, a means of Satan’s ma- 
king the bands of finners ftrong ; and, that they never find 
out their fatal miftake, till they are loft. As there were many 
removals from the church, by death, and fome to diftant parts 
of the country, it was oreatly reduced’ in numbers, and thofe 
who remained, had in fome meafure left their firft love, 
Thus, from the foregoing unhappy circumftance, it feemed; 
feafon, that the church and congregation were like a 
a, tofied inaftorm. Atthe fame time, while thefe 
entions opened a door for the increale of vice, finners were 
not backward to improve their opportunity. Buta merciful 
God, in fome degree, calmed the tumults of the people; the 
yof the church became comfortably united, our meeting- 
afe decently repaired, and there was a little more profpect 
ajoying a degree of peace and order among us. But, after 
was painfu! to obferve the low ftate of vital piety, fam- 

: ion, and practical godlinefs. 


(To be continued.) 
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